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“xtract from the address 


of His Imperial 
Majesty Mohammed 
Reza Shah Pahlavi 
Aryamehr, 
Shahanshah of Iran, on 


thank God the Almighty that Iam granted the priv- 
ilege of serving my people to the best of my ability 
as Shahanshah of Persia, and I ask Him for granting 
me His guidance also for the future for a continued 
successiul service. It is the only aim of my lite to 
improve the weltare of Persia and the Persian nation. 
It is my most profound desire to preserve the inde- 
pendence and sovereignty of my country, to trans- 
form the Persian nation into one of the most pro- 
gressive and prosperous peoples of the world, and 
to renew the old splendour of this historical country. 
For this aim I shall, as I always did, stake every- 
thing, even my life. 


At this moment in which I wear the crown of the 
oldest monarchy in the world, and the Shahbanou 
was crowned for the first time in the history of Iran, 
Iieel more than ever belore united with my noble and 
patriotic people, and I pray that God’s grace may 
protect it. For me it means pride and pleasure think- 
ing that there is an inseparable link between my 
people and myself and that thus linked together we 
shall advance on the way which leads to greatness, 
prosperity, and welfare of Persia. 


[ ask God the Almighty to grant us success so that 
we shall again be able to hand over to our successors 
a land which gives reason to even greater pride, a 
nation which makes even more progress, and a so- 


he day of his coronation. ciety which 1s even more satisfied and wealthy. 
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n old popular belief in Persia says that man and 
woman sprang from one plant and were created by 
God as two equal partners. The first idea they had 
alter their creation was that both should equally 
contribute to the happiness of the partner. 





My country has passed through many astonishing 
social changes since my father’s accession to the 
throne. Attentive observers, however, realised that 
the most revolutionary progress was made in the 
held of emancipation of the women. It seems to me 
that a favourable time has come for Persian women 
to give new sense to their own life and thus to the 
life of their husbands and children by revaluating 
their own necessaries and forces. 


I personally welcome any further progress leading 
to an amplification of the opportunities for women. 
It is my aim to grant gradually equal rights to men 
and women. 


I have full confidence in our wonderful women some 
ol whom rank undoubtedly among the most charm- 
Shah Mohammed ing in the world. I am lirmly convinced that they 


Reza Pahlavi who first in ; me ; 
the Persian history Can remain completely feminine and still manage 
crowned his consort as ee : ‘ 
Empress speaking their important part they have to play in the modern 
about the position of the , ‘ 
woman in modern Iran. Persian society. 
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The Crown 
decides his life: 
Crown Prince 
Cyrus Reza 


Upright Cyrus Reza 
proceeded to the 
Throne Hall, the right 
hand at the seam of 

the trouser-leg, in the left 
hand the cap of the 
pretty full-dress uniform 
which he wore for 

the first time. The coro- 
nation of the Shah 
signified for him, the 
eldest son, an event 

of highest importance. 
On this day he was 
officially nominated 
Crown Prince. The 
handsome boy seemed 
to be fully aware of 

his duty and the interest 
taken in him during 

the ceremonies. He 
strictly adhered to the 
protocol during the 
whole coronation cere- 
mony—with the ex- 
ception of afew moments 
when he could not 

hide that five days later 
he became but 7 years. 
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“Long live the Shah! 
Long live the Empress!” 
hundreds thousands 

of Persians shouted with 
joy when the Imperial 
Couple drove through 
the streets of the capital 
to Golestan Palace in 

a golden coach drawn by 
eight white horses. 

For Mohammed Reza 


Pahlavi and his consort 


the 48th birthday 

of the monarch became 
the most important 
day in their lives. The 
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Shahanshah, ruler over 
25 Million Persians, 
crowned himself as Em- 
peror. Then he crowned 
his wife who gave 

him the long desired 
successor to the throne. 
For seven days the 
event was celebrated 
with all Oriental splen- 
dour—in the capital as 
well as in the provinces. 
Everybody took part. 

It was like a fairy- 

tale from Thousand-and- 
One-Nights. 
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Entrance of the 
Majesties in 
the Throne Hall 


In his cadet uniform 
decorated with golden 
laces the 7-year-old 
Crown Prince Cyrus Reza 
Ali (above) proceeds 

to the Throne Hall and 


takes his seat to the 

left of the throne. 
Exactly three minutes 
later Empress Farah 
escorted by six maids of 
honour enters the 





Throne Hall and takes 
her seat to the right of 
the throne (above). Now 
again a pause of 

three minutes is prescri- 
bed by the protocol. 


spe: 


Then the Shah enters 
the hall. In front of Reza 
Pahlavi stalk the 
commanders of Army, 
Air Force, and Navy, 
and the chief of the 


, 
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Superior Commander's 
Staff with drawn 
sword (above). They 
escort the Shah to the 
Peacock Throne ornated 
with 26733 jewels. 


‘ Utes ~ 


Finally the Imperial 
insignia are carried in. 
Lieutenant-General 
Shafeghat (in front) car- 
ries the crown of the 
Shah, a simple soldier 





the Holy Koran, Lieute- 
nant-General Shizan 

the crown of the Empress. 
The high guests of 
honour are watching 

the solemn entrance. 
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Trumpet signals an- 
nounce the act of the 
coronation. In front 
of the Palace the Imper: 
Flag is hoisted. The 
highest clerical dignita 
of Persia, the Imam- 
Juma (covered by the 
Bearer of the Koran) 
blesses the Shah. 
Shah Mohammed Reza 
takes the Holy Koran 
to his lips and receives 
the Imperial insignia. 


Culminating 
point 

of the solemn 
ceremony: 
the coronation 
of the Shah 
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Lieutenant-General atives of the Diplomatic 
Shafeghat presents the Corps are standing 
precious crown to the around the throne. In the 
Shah (above). Reveren- large Coronation Hall 
tially Empress Farah of Golestan Palace there 


(left) and the represent- is an attentive silence. 
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The great moment: touched. A salute of 
Shah Mohammed Reza 101 guns is fired announc- 
places the crown upon ing to the crowd 

his head. Empress Farah watching in front of the 
and even the young Palace: Persia has 
Crown Prince are deeply a crowned Emperor. 


The 
shahbanov: 
Centre 

of interest 


16 


After the last of the 
101 salutes Farah rises 
from her seat. All the 
guests of honour are 
looking at the graceful 
Shahbanou who at this 
moment looks feminine 
and real majestic in 
her white Satin dress. 





Six maids of honour — 
also in white dresses — 
carry the 6 m long 

train. Farah is aware of 
the importance of this 
moment: she shall be the 
first woman in the 
2500-year-old history of 
the Persian monarchy 
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Bieath Ale mt Empress. “The most im- 


elevated throne Farah 


portant day in my life 
shall also be the great 
day in the life of my 
consort,” 48-year-old 
Shah Mohammed Reza 
Pahlavi had said. A few 
steps in front of the 


stops proceeding. The 
noble maids of honour 
display the train and 
move forward with the 
Coronation Cape 

for the Shahbanou (left). 
Farah, in all her grace, 
awaits the great moment. 
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The most 
solemn 
momen 

In Farah’s life 


The 28-year-old 
Shahbanou slowly moves 
forward to her consort, 
reverentially lowers her 
head, and kneels down 
in front of the Shah. 
Helped by two princes- 
ses she dons the 
Coronation Cape made of 
dark-green velvet and 
garnished with white 
mink. It is ornated with 
the Imperial arms, old 
Persian tlower motives, 
and precious jewels. 

The Minister of the Im- 
perial Court, Alam, - 
passes the crown on a 
blue velvet cushion 

to the Shah. Carefully 
Shah Mohammed Reza 
Pahlavi places the 
crown upon the head of 
his consort. Tears of 
emotion come into her 
eyes. Then the Empress 
rises. Upright and with 
dignity she steps back to 
her seat to the right 

of the Shah. Prime 
Minister Hoveida is the 
first to congratulate 

the Imperial Couple. He 
offers the nation’s 
homage and congratula- 
tions to the Shah 

and the Shahbanou. 
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After the coronation: 
first the Imperial Couple 
goes to see its people 


Pt 


After the solemn cere- 
mony which lasted for 
45 minutes the Imperial 
Couple presents itself 
to the jubilant people. 
Under the sound of 


the coronation hymn the 
Shahanshah escorted 

by the highest dignitaries 
is the first to enter 

the garden of the Palace. 
He is followed by 
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bow when finally Crown 


Prince Cyrus, along 
the red carpet, enters the 


Officials respectfully 
garden. The 


crowd also hails him. 
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Farah in her precious 
She smiles graciously at 
the guests. The maids 

of honour in their gor- 
geous robes and the 


Coronation Cape. 
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In the splendour of the Crowns: 
triumphal 
procession through Teheran 





Waving their hands the 
Shah and Empress Farah 
thanked the people 

for their hails when they 
drove through the 
decorated streets in their 
coach which had waited 
in front of Golestan 
Palace for the arrival of 
the Imperial Couple. 
The cheers of their sub- 
jects made the ride 

a triumphal procession. 
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With astonishment 
Crown Prince Cyrus 
looked out of his 
coach (left) drawn by 
four black horses and 
following the Imperial 
coach at a distance 

of 30 m. Accompanied by 
an officer he saw 

the enthusiasm which 
became tempestuous 
wherever the coaches 
appeared. 





The coach of the 
Imperial Couple drawn 
by 8 white horses 

is a reproduction of the 
famous Imperial coach 
of the Habsburg dynasty. 
It was made in Vienna 
by the coach-constructor 
Josef Klicmann. Taken 
to pieces and packed up 
in trunks the coach 

had been transported to 
Persia by airplane. 






In the whole 
country: 
festive 
decorations 
and gay people 






Teheran in the light of 
coronation and progress: 
in front of a huge 
reproduction of the 
Imperial Crown above 
Pahlavi Avenue a 
middle-class car is hau- 
led up (left) which as 

a reconstruction of a 
British model is 

now being built in Persia. 


Along the broad avenues 
built by the Shah's 
father, pylons each of 
them illuminated 

with 360 electric bulbs 
were an impressive 
contrast to the busy 
traffic (left: Shah-Reza- 
Avenue). 


A few days after the 
coronation the Shah and 
Farah went to Meshed, 
the old Mohamme- 

dan place of pilgrimage. 
It was difficult for the 
Imperial Couple to make 
its way through the 
enthusiastic crowd along 
the streets leading to 

the mosque where the 
thanksgiving service 
was celebrated (right). 
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An appearance 
full of grace 
and dignity 


Portrait of majestic 
beauty: Empress Farah, 
the first woman to be 
crowned in the 
2500-year-old history of 
the Persian monarchy 
(right). Not only 

the women of Persia are 
happy about this event. 
This coronation 

was a revolutionary acl 
whose importance 

for the women of the 
Islamic world is 

hardly conceivable. 


The Imperial Couple in 
the splendour of the 
Crown: The officials 
coronation photo. 

In front of the Shah: 
Cyrus Reza, the 

Crown Prince, and Prin- 
cess Farahnaz. To the 
extrem left: Princess 
Ashraf, the twinsister of 
the Shah, beside 

her his eldest daughter 
Shanaz. Beside 

Farah: Shams, the sister 
of the Shah. 
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One week Persia The costs for the new Couple and its company Th i f ih 
celebrated the coroni- theatre amounted to posed for a photo in e evening 0 e 
tion of the Imperial 5.5 Mill $ (U.S.). remembrance of this day: ( fi f 
Couple. In Teheran (ne The theatre is named left: Prime Minister Orond lon ay: 
social event followet after Abu Abd'Dellah Hoveida, behind the G f 

the other. The openiig Roudaki, the most Shah: Foreign Minister 1 q per ormance 
phase was the important classical Per- Zahedi, behind Zahedi: in the 0 ert 
inauguration of the sian poet (858—941) the chief of the police. 
Roudaki-Concert-Hal who became famous as___ Behind Farah to 

by the Imperial poet-laureate. The the right: General Riahi, 

Couple on the evenitg of Opera was inaugurated Senior chief of the 

the coronation day with a concert perfor- army, behind him Adyju- 


(left). Beside the Shm med by Persian artists. tant Nassir, in front 
the Minister of Cultue. Then the Imperial (right): Minister Alam. 
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Guests of 
honour: 

the Begum and 
Karim Aga Khan 


The Imperial Couple, 
Princess Shanaz (picture 
middle), the Begum, 

and Prince Karim Aga 
Khan (below) attended a 
French ballet per- 
formance. The “Grand 
Ballet classique de 
France” which came from 
Paris especially for 

the coronation, enraptu- 
red the princely spec- 
tators by its brilliant per- 
formance. 

After the performance 
the Director (beside the 


Shah) of the ensemble 
introduced the artists to 
the Shah and Empress 
Farah. The majesties 
thanked the artists for 
their wonderful perform- 
ance. Karim Khan had 
come to Teheran a few 
days before the 
coronation in order to 
inform the President 

of the Coronation 
Council about the expe- 
rience he had made with 
his own coronation 


some years ago. 





i 





4 q PoP Sale Ba 4 


: dey 





he army 
lays homage 
0 its Emperor 


rown and sceptre are 

he symbols of the 
mperor's power. 160000 
1en under arms 

re ready to defend this 
ower. The Shahanshah 
Aohammed Reza Pahlavi 
3 the chief commander 
{the Iranian forces. 

Ine day after the coro- 
ation he held, together 
ith Empress Farah, 
review. 


























Looking at the Imperial 
tribune the members 

of the life guards of Mo- 
hammed Reza Pahlavi 
defile in goose-step. 
Reverentially the stand- 
ard-bearer lowers the 
colours with the Imperial 
arms. Solemnly the 

Shah conveyed banners 
to four Army-Corps 

of his torces. Ten thou- 
sands of spectators 
participated in the mili- 
lary spectacle. 








military band opened 
e parade, which 

ok place outside the 

fy of Teheran near 

e airport. Members of 
| branches of the 


armed forces gathered 
on a huge terrain 

which shall later become 
the ground for anew 
suburb of the Persian 
capital. Before the 


beginning the Shah 
accompanied by the chief 
commander, inspected 
from a jeep the troops, 
some of them dressed 

In spectacular uniforms. 
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Tanks and 


‘police 


welcomed with 
ipplause 


Demonstration of the 
military strength of Iran: 
Heavy tanks of type 

M 60 pass the tribune of 
honour. These tank 

units form part of the 
division of the 

Guards and are under the 
direci command of the 
Shah. The spectators 
welcomed the tanks with 
uproarious applause. 

The commanders stood 
upright in the turrets and 
turned their heads 
towards their command- 
er in chief. The Persian 
Army does not only 
guarantee the constant 
readiness for defence of 
the country, but it 

also helps to improve 
social conditions: 
Soldiers act as teachers 
in remote villages 

and work in the health 
anddevelopment service. 
The internal security 

is guaranteed by 

the police which also 
sent units in gala 
uniforms to the parade. 














Gay aspects 
in the military 
spectacle: 
Bagpipers from 
Pakistan 





During four hours units 
of the Persian forces 
passed the Imperial tri- 
bune. During four 

hours the Shah and 
Empress Farah did not 
leave their seats. 
WithgreatinterestCrown 
Prince Cyrus Reza 

and his sister Farahnaz 
(left, beside her mother) 
watched the exciting 
spectacle. The patience 
of the two Imperial 
Children was put toa 
hard test. Now already 


they have to l/earn to 
fulfill representative 
duties patiently. They 
particularly applauded to 
a bagpiper band (at 

the bottom) sent to the 
coronation parade in 
Teheranby the neighbout 
State Pakistan. 

The unusual appearance 
of these military musI- 
cians and the 

strange sound of their 
instruments fascinated 
even four- 

year-old Farahnaz. 
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Cyrus Rezo Ali: 
every inch 
a Crown Prince 
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Little caprices 
0 
—- young Farahnaz 


a 


Father Shah explains: 
“Look, Cyrus, the tanks!” 
The 7-year-old 

Crown Prince listens 
with close attention. 





‘Mam, please give me 
your binoculars!” 
4-year-old Princess 
Farahnaz asks 

her beaming mother. 


Curiously he uses the 
binoculars. Asevery little 
boy he is fascinated 

by the rattling monstres 
passing the tribune. 


perece pein: ae 


Farah gives in. With 
somewhat clumsy fingers 
Farahnaz grasps the 
binoculars which the 
mother gives her. That's 


Now they roar along the 
tribunes. Cyrus 

quickly lays the binocu- 
lars aside and salutes, 
every inch a Prince. 


how children are: She 
drops Mam’'s binoculars 
and prefers watching 
the parade through her 
children's binoculars. 





Now he swallows down 
the dust the tanks raised 
during the military 
performance—in correct 
posture, of course. 





Thurst is stronger than 
curiosity! A glass 

with lemon juice is more 
attractive than all] 
binoculars—she thinks. 
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The big show of sports- lawn of the festively 


Crowns and flags everywhere: men and scouts trom decorated stadium girl 


guides demonstrated 


narade of the Persian sporismen rat Sta sr gymnastics with thou- 


The Imperial Family and sand paper repro- 
the members of the ductions of the 
court enjoyedit.Onthe — Imperial Crown (above) 
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Culminating point were 
immense mosaic- 
pictures of the Imperial 
Couple and the crown. 
600 boys formed 

them with paper-shields 
on the tribune (above). 
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The Amjadieh-stadium, 
the biggest in Persia, 
takes 30000 people. Half 
of them were invited 
guests, the 

others participated in the 
performance. 
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Sports clubsfrom all over 
the country had sent 
standard bearers as 
representatives of their 
clubs to the capital. 

The athletes had 
rehearsed for months. 
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30000 enthusiastic people 
in Amjadieh-stadium 


* 





In the days after the 
coronation the Shah and 
the Shahbanou could 
not be in all those places 
where the people 








would have liked to cele- 
brate them tempes- 
tuously. But omnipresent 


were their pictures. 
The performance of the 





youth in Amjadieh- 
stadium in Teheran in 
which the Imperial 
Family participated, got 
a festive character 
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from the huge metal 
portraits of the [Imperial 
Couple and the Crown 
Prince. The symbols 

of agriculture and tech- 





nology fixed between 
the huge pictures were a 
proot of the pride in 

the economic progress of 
Persia. During the 
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pauses many musical 
groups of military and 
police defiled and 
formed an immense band 
playing military music. 
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Miraculous 
fire-work 

in the sky 
above Teheran 


A fire-work as it had 
seldom been seen in the 
world terminated one 

of the most splendid per- 
formances celebrated 
after the coronation. The 
Minister of the Imperial 
Court Alam had 

invited toa reception In 
the “Royal-Teheran- 
Hilton” Hotel. Afterwards 
a national festival 
started in the park of the 
Hotel. Then the 
night-sky was lit up in the 





national colours green- 
white-red. Fascinated 
the Imperial Couple 
watched the illuminated, 
sparkling sky. The 
dance-groups from the 
remote mountain 
villages who never before 
saw a fire-work were 
captivated. Within halt 
an hour German 
pyrotechnists shot sev- 
eral tons of fire-work 
into the air, a scene like 
in a fairy-tale. 
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Enthusiastic 
ovations 

of the 

mountain tribes 
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Bold-looking people 
crowded in the nightly 
park of the “ Royal- 
Teheran-Hilton” Hotel. 
T'hey came to honour 
the Shah: dark-skinned 
men with moustache, 
turban, and fez, wearing 
silk shirts and 

coloured velve vests 
interwoven with golden 
laces, women in their 
gorgeous dresses with 
golden ornaments. 

Their eyes reflect the 
flames of the fire. 
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“Allah bless the Shahand 
the Shahbanou!”. 

These good wishes were 
written on their sign- 
boards. Again and again 
the members of the 


mountain tribes shouted: 


“Allah bless the Shah 
and the Shahbanou.” In 
the honour of the 
crowned Couple groups 
in their peasant 
costumes had come to 
Teheran from all 

parts of the country— 
among them Lures, 





Kourdes, Tourkmenes 
(picture to the 

extreme left). 

Musicians in coloured 
blouses played on 

the flute and tambourine: 
the wild rhythms of the 
mountain tribes 
enraptured the audience. 
Full of temperament 

the dancers swirled on 
the lawn. Their passion 
encreased till they 

sank to the ground 
with exhaustion. 

A real national festival. 
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Innovator of Iran: 

Shah Mohammed Reza 
Pahlavi and his 

Consort Farah. Within a 
period of only a 

few years the monarch 
accomplished great 
reforms in order 

to modernise his country. 
Many of the tasks 

he set himself are already 
fulfilled. But he 

knows that much remains 
to be done. 





Shah Mohammed Reza Pahlavi, Arya- 
mehr, Shahanshah of Iran, took the 
sparkling Imperial Crown on the blue 
velvet cushion, raised it and then low- 
ered it slowly on his head. It was 
October 26, 1967, the fourth Aban of 
the year 1346 of Persian chronology, 
exactly 11.43 a. m. At that moment a 
new era began for Persia. That became 
evident a few minutes later. What hap- 
pened was unique in the history of the 
Persian monarchy which is thousands 
of years old. Even a few decades ago 
it would have been incredible: A wom- 
an received an Imperial Crown from 
the hands of the Sovereign. The coro- 
nation of Empress Farah in the Goles- 
tan Palace in Teheran symbolised the 
transformation of Persia into a modern 
State. 

For 26 years Shah Mohammed Reza 
had reigned over his people without 
being crowned. ‘It is not a mere plea- 
sure to bear the crown of such a poor 
people,’ the Shah had declared years 
ago. 

When he ascended the throne in 1941, 
Persia was an underdeveloped country 
in which there was only little more 
than the beginning of modernisation 
in the field of economy and social 
welfare. In 1967 the Persian monarch 
thought the time had come to crown 
himself with the insignia of the im- 
perial honour. Decades of hard, system- 
atic, and successful work had passed 
in the meantime. 

At the beginning of the twenties, when 
Reza Pahlavi, the father of the Shah, 
took over the government, Persia had 
only a few power-stations, some fac- 
tories producing matches, and a couple 
of oil refineries—all of them in for- 
eign possession. Other industries could 


hardlv be spoken of. Reza Pahlavi was, , 


IONEER OF MODERN IRAR 


however, willing to make his country 
economicly independent. Vigorously 
he gave a fresh impetus to the econ- 
omy of his country: he promoted the 
foundation of factories producing tex- 
tiles, canned food, shoes, cigarettes, 
cement, and paper. Other pioneer ac- 
tions were the construction of the 
Trans-Iranian-Railway from the Cas- 
pian Sea via Teheran to the Persian 
Gulf (1450 km). He started the building 
of modern harbours at both ends of 
the railway line and built many thou- 
sands of kilometers of new roads. In 
order to give his army independence 
of supply from abroad, he ordered the 
construction of ammunition factories. 
These were the beginnings of the in- 
dustrialisation of Persia. But one big 
obstacle to the modernisation of the 
country which had mainly lived on 
the yield of the poor soil remained to 
be overcome. In every province, in 
every part of the country different 
coins, units of measure, and weights 
were current. Shah Reza energeticly 
abolished the crankiness of the pro- 
vinces and created a uniform system 
for the whole of Persia. Only due to 
these achievements trade could flour- 
ish. 

The traditionalists among the Persians 
soon learnt that the dynamic man on 
the Peacock Throne was willing to 
do away with one antiquated formal- 
ism after the other. He abolished the 
judical rights of the Mohammedan 
priests, instituted courts, and created 
a new code following French patterns. 
In this field he also strengthened the 
sovereignty of his country. Till 1927, 
no alien who had committed a crime 
in Persia could be put on trial in a Per- 
sian court. Shah Reza abolished this 
privilege. “It is impossible to indus. 
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trialise a country whose inhabitants 
do not know how to read or write,’ 
the old Shah realised. He did not feel 
ashamed of himself when he, as a 
, grown-up, learnt the first elements of 


“ reading and writing—so his son re- 


ports. Resolutely he took up the fight 
against illiteracy. Following European 
patterns he introduced the compulsory 
education in elementary schools. In the 
beginning, however, he was not very 
successful. It is true that he built hun- 
dreds of schools, but there was a lack 
of qualified teachers. The Shah's plans, 
however, went beyond these achieve- 
ments. Boldly anticipating the future 
he founded the University of Teheran. 
Four years his son Mohammed Reza, 
the future Shah, attended a school in 
Switzerland. Before that the successor 


Geneva, bought ice-cream, or went 
dancing. His Persian teacher was at the 
same time his attendant and his guard- 
jan. Shah Mohammed Reza Pahlavi 
remembers these years: ‘'It is true that 
I had a radio and a record-player, but 
that was no compensation for the 
spare-time I missed so much. Anyway, 
I know that I shall never have my own 
sons been educated in this way.” 

In 1936, he returned to Persia having 
passed the final examination of his 
school. Now the two-years’ study at 
the Military Academy of Teheran be- 
gan. The educational system of the 
French military teachers there was 
similar to that of the famous French 
Military Academy of St-Cyr. In 1938, 
Mohammed Reza joined the army as 


lieutenant. Till then the Crown Prince _ 


‘ ae 


had little or no opportunity for con-- » 
tacts with the weaker sex. Now, almost 


to the throne had been educated toge- 
ther with 21 other boys in a military 


school founded especially for him. 
Here the whole day was occupied with 
studies and military drill. During his 
few hours of spare-time a governess 
taught the young man how to speak 
and write French like his mother lan- 
guage—at that time this knowledge 
was indispensable for members of re- 
igning Houses. Mohammed Reza, born 
in Teheran on October 26, 1919, knew 
from childhood that he was destined 
to ascend the Persian throne one day. 
In youth, however, this fact did not 
involve any privileges. 

During the years in the Swiss school of 
Le Rosey he hardly had any spare-time. 
For after the lessons together with the 
boys of his age a Persian teacher still 
waited for him with a special Persian 
teaching program. The result: Moham- 
med Reza was studying in his room 
when his mats went for a walk through 
the little town of Rolle on the Lake of 


head over heals, he was engaged— 
and it was none of his doing. Shah 
Reza, his father, proved his resolute- 
ness by solving also this problem: he 
chose Princess Fawzia of Egypt, the 
sister of the then reigning King Faruk. 
Two weeks Mohammed Reza stayed in 
Cairo to make the acquaintance of his 
future wife. Then they got married— 
first in Cairo, then in Teheran. None of 
the relatives of the Crown Prince had 
come to the wedding in Egypt. Only a 
delegation of Persian dignitaries was 
present. The Second World War cast 
its shadow also on this marriage. In 
spite of the old Shah's declaration of 
neutrality Russian and British troops 
invaded Persia. The Allies feared that 
the German armies could advance 
from the Caucasus Mountains to the 
South and occupy the strategically 
important oil country. Teheran became 
an immense camp of foreign troops. 





“ernerated by the Shah: 
Shah Reza Pahlavi, 
the founder of modern 
Iran. In 1921 he 
assumed power, became 
Prime Minister, and 

in 1925 crowned himself 
as Shahanshah in 
succession to Shah Ach- 
med who died in 

exile. Our photo shows 
him as Persian 

Minister of War together 
with his twins 
Mohammed Reza, the now 
reigning 

Shah, and Ashrat. 
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Under the pressure of the circum- 
stances the old Shah abdicated on Sep- 
tember 16, 1941. The same day Mo- 
hammed Reza ascended the throne at 
the age of 21. 

The Shah remembers this hard time: 
“I do not have to emphasise that I had 
little spare-time for a normal family- 
life. One of the happiest events of this 
marriage was perhaps the birth of my 
beloved daughter, Princess Shahnaz, 
in 1940." 

Empress Fawzia gave birth to this child 
only. The Persian constitution, how- 
ever, prescribes a direct male succes- 
sion by inheritance. ‘‘Under these 





circumstances it is understandable,’ 
the Shah writes in his memories, ‘‘that 
my counsellors more and more impres- 
sively reminded me of the necessity 
for a male successor. When Empress 
Fawzia left for a longer visit to Egypt, 
we decided to obtain a divorce." 

Like this marriage which lasted for 
9 years until 1948 the marriage of 
7 years with Empress Soraya ended 
10 years later—for the same consti- 
tutional reasons. For only a male suc- 
cessor to the throne can guarantee the 
continuation of the Pahlavi dynasty 
and is able to carry on the work con- 
tinued by Shah Mohammed Reza in the 





The 18-year-old Crown 
Prince and military 

cadet Mohammed Reza 
with his father 

Shah Reza who later was 
honoured with the 
epithet ‘the Great.” The 
Shah says about him: 

“In the reign of my 
father Persia found the 
connexion with the 
modern time 

instead of persisting 

in inactivity which 
would have led to natio- 
nal ruin. By his 

political reforms he 
imposed considerable 
new duties upon 


the many thousand-years- 


old Persian monarchy.” 





past years according to his father's 
intentions. 

There is a limit to the rapidity of 
development of people. If we precipi- 
tate this process of development, if 
we get impatient or cynical, we ruin 
our good intentions.” The intentions 
the Shah was speaking of and with 
which he wanted to lead his country 
to a new era were prodigious. His 
father had redeemed his people from 
a centuries-old lethargy and had cre- 
ated the basis for economic and social 
progress. The great reforms, however, 
had to be set in motion by the son. 
Full of energy and prudence, Shah Mo- 
hammed Reza started to free his coun- 
try once and for all from the chains 
of a situation behind the times. He 
was not surprised that the quick devel- 
opment caused tensions, difficulties, 
and uneasiness: ‘They are the price 
we have to pay for the modernisation 
of our country.” 

The reforms envisaged by the Shah 
for the common wealth of his country 
were peaceful revolutions. Changes 
which did away with centuries-old tra- 
ditions, abolished privileges, and crea- 
ted new laws: these were plans for 
which understanding and phantasy 
was necessary. 

In spite of important oil and other 
natural resources, agriculture is, to a 
large extent, the source of the Persian 
prosperity. For thousands of years 
agriculture formed the way of living 
in the country of 1 640000 km?*. Here 
the Shah had to start if he wanted to 
change Persia. The great task of the 
Persian Emperor was the ‘National 
Land Reform.” For millions of farmers 
it meant liberation from servitude and 
feudalism. A plan which necessarily 
caused internal political opposition on 


the side of a certain class of the popu- 
lation. For land reform meant expro- 
priation of the big landed proprietors. 
The leitmotiv of the Persian monarch 
is: ‘Always be a good example.” Al- 
ready in 1951 he began to distribute 
the large estates of the Royal family 
and the public domains among the 
farmers—altogether land for 42000 
farmers in 614 villages. 

The Government bought the land from 
the big land-owners at a price corre-— 
sponding to the amount of taxes they 
had payed during the last years. Till 
summer 1963, 5314 villages bought by 
the government were distributed 
among farmer families. In 1967, 
2317000 farmer families owned a farm 
of their own. 

“Today I am born for the second time,” ~ 
cried an old Iranian farmer with tears 
of joy in his eyes, when he received — 
a land-owner's document in the - 
Northern province of Azarbaidjan. The © 
Persian farmers cheered. Now they — 
were owners of land. They had no 
longer to toil for the big land-owners. + 
Now the yield of the land ctltivated~ 
by them belonged to their own fami _ 
lies. The time of feudalism was over. t . 
For Shah Mohammed Reza the distri-~ 
bution of the large estates was only 
the first phase of the land reform. Fo 
if one did not help the farmers wit’ 
their problems, the land reform wa 
useless. A program of technical assist- 
ance was introduced and carried out. , 
The farmers founded co-operative so-- 
cieties which are supplied with trac- 
tors, tools, seeds, and fertilisers. A- 
bank grants long-term credits, experts 
inform the farmers about modern culti- 
vating methods. At the same time a 
special educational program was intro- 
duced for the rural population where 
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trialise a country whose inhabitants 
do not know how to read or write,’ 
the old Shah realised. He did not feel 
ashamed of himself when he, as a 
grown-up, learnt the first elements of 
reading and writing—so his son re- 
ports. Resolutely he took up the fight 
against illiteracy. Following European 
patterns he introduced the compulsory 
education in elementary schools. In the 
beginning, however, he was not very 
successful. It is true that he built hun- 
dreds of schools, but there was a lack 
of qualified teachers. The Shah's plans, 
however, went beyond these achieve- 
ments. Boldly anticipating the future 
he founded the University of Teheran. 
Four years his son Mohammed Reza, 
the future Shah, attended a school in 





Geneva, bought ice-cream, or went 
dancing. His Persian teacher was at the 
same time his attendant and his guard- 
ian. Shah Mohammed Reza Pahlavi 


remembers these years: ‘It is true that 
I had a radio and a record-player, but 
that was no compensation for the 
spare-time I missed so much. Anyway, 

I know that I shall never have my own 
sons been educated in this way.” 

In 1936, he returned to Persia having 
passed the final examination of his 
school. Now the two-years’ study at 
the Military Academy of Teheran be- 
gan. The educational system of the 
French military teachers there was 
similar to that of the famous French 
Military Academy of St-Cyr. In 1938, 

Mohammed Reza joined the army as 


lieutenant. Till then the Crown Prince as 
had little or no opportunity for con- 
tacts with the weaker sex. Now, almost 2 


Switzerland. Before that the successor 
to the throne had been educated toge- 
ther with 21 other boys in a military 





school founded especially for him. 
Here the whole day was occupied with 
studies and military drill. During his 
few hours of spare-time a governess 
taught the young man how to speak 
and write French like his mother lan- 
guage—at that time this knowledge 
was indispensable for members of re- 
igning Houses. Mohammed Reza, born 
in Teheran on October 26, 1919, knew 
from childhood that he was destined 
to ascend the Persian throne one day. 
In youth, however, this fact did not 
involve any privileges. 

During the years in the Swiss school of 
Le Rosey he hardly had any spare-time. 
For after the lessons together with the 
boys of his age a Persian teacher still 
waited for him with a special Persian 
teaching program. The result: Moham- 
med Reza was studying in his room 
when his mats went for a walk through 
the little town of Rolle on the Lake of 


head over heals, he was engaged— 
and it was none of his doing. Shah 
Reza, his father, proved his resolute- 
ness by solving also this problem: he 
chose Princess Fawzia of Egypt, the 
sister of the then reigning King Faruk. 
Two weeks Mohammed Reza stayed in 
Cairo to make the acquaintance of his 
future wife. Then they got married— 
first in Cairo, then in Teheran. None of 
the relatives of the Crown Prince had 
come to the wedding in Egypt. Only a 
delegation of Persian dignitaries was 
present. The Second World War cast 
its shadow also on this marriage. In 
spite of the old Shah's declaration of 
neutrality Russian and British troops 
invaded Persia. The Allies feared that 
the German armies could advance 
from the Caucasus Mountains to the 
South and occupy the strategically 
important oil country. Teheran became 
an immense camp of foreign troops. 








lem, however, was the lack of teachers. 
In December 1962, the Shah realised a 
sensational idea. He called the , Army 
of Knowledge” into existence. Travel- 
ling through the country today one 
can find young people in uniform every- 
where who teach the farmer families 
how to read and write. Normally these 
are people who just finished school 
and, during their military service of 18 
months, now serve as teachers. They 
are soldiers in a peaceful fight, a fight 
against the ignorance of their fellow- 
countrymen. The great success of the 
teaching soldiers led to the establish- 
ment of a “Health Corps” and of an 
agricultural “Development Corps." 
Today more than 4000 doctors and 
medical assistants travel through the 
country to improve the sanitary condi- 
tions, to treat the sick, and to distribute 
medicine gratuitously. About 1000 
agricultural consultants help the farm- 
ers with establishing modern farms 
and plantations. 

The abolition of illiteracy, the educa- 
tion of experts and of people with uni- 
versity background will be among the 
main parts of the program for the years 
to come. On the day of the Shah's coro- 
nation, 383 new schools were inaugu- 
rated in Persia. The Sovereign declar- 
ed: “We still need many, many more.” 
The Shah has led his country into a 
modern age. A symbol for the change 
in the social life of Persia is the eman- 
cipation of women which was put 
through by Shah Mohammed Reza 
Pahlavi. His father had already been 
firmly determined to free the Persian 
woman from the burden of an ancient 
tradition. 

With increased energy his son con- 
tinued these efforts for emancipation. 
Again and again the Shah declared: 





“I welcome any further progress which 
could lead to improved possibilities 
for our women. It is my intention to 
grant the women, with the years, the 
same basic rights as the men enjoy.“ 
The Persian Sovereign has achieved 
this goal. Young women crowd in the 
universities. In public life they hold 
ranks superior to those of men. Wom- 
en are directors of many highschools 
and the dean of the university of Tehe- 
ran is a woman, too. Enthusiasticly 
women profit by their new opportuni- 
ties and rights. 

Shah Mohammed Reza does not at all 
doubt about the complete realisation of 
emancipation.” I have full confidence 
in our wonderful women. Many of 
them are undisputedly among the most 
charming women in the world. And I 
am firmly convinced that they are 
able to remain as femine as they have 
always been and still manage their 
new and important part they have to 
play in modern Persian society." 

And Shah Mohammed Reza came to a 
resolution which clearly symbolises 
the emancipation of the Persian wom- 
an. On the day of his coronation the 
48-year-old monarch on the Peacock 
Throne placed the Imperial Crown 
on the head of his Consort. This was 
the first time in the history of 2500 
years of the Persian monarchy that a 
woman was crowned. This coronation 
and the symbolic revaluation of the 
woman, however, were not the final 
stage in the Shah's plans. He took a 
decision which meant the highest dis- 
tinction for Farah and, on the other 
hand, put upon her the greatest re- 
sponsibility. The Consort of the Sove- 
reign on the Peacock Throne was 
appointed regent. That means: In case 
something unexpected happens to Shah 
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Mohammed Reza before the now 7- 
year-old Crown Prince Cyrus Reza 
has attained his majority, the power 
passes over to Farah. The Empress 
who, on December 21, 1959, became 
the Consort of the Shahanshah and 
who gave to the Emperor the long ex- 
pected successor to the throne and two 
other children, is the idol of the young 
Persian generation. 

Life has changed for the Persian wom- 
an within a few years: Since she was 
granted her own rights the Persian 
woman strives for participation in pub- 
lic life. 

Before the emancipation the woman's 
activity was limited to the house where 
she was the servant of her husband 
—a second-class human being. Now 
they hold important positions in public 
and private institutions and work for 
the development of the country. With 
the growing knowledge of their own 
value their self-assurance is increasing. 
Women of the older generation were 
not allowed to leave the house without 
being veiled—nowadays Persian wom- 
en, like women in other countries, 
enter coffee shops and restaurants, par- 
ticipate in sport tournaments, and go 
to the movies without being accom- 
panied by a man. What was incredible 
a few years ago is quite normal today. 
From the veil to the mini-skirt—here 
the change is the most striking. Since 
Persian women got a face they influ- 
ence Persia's life. 

“Those who left Persia two decades 
ago will not recognise her when return- 
ing,” said an old professor of the uni- 
versity of Teheran. “The intellectual, 
economic, and social development for 
which other countries needed many 
centuries, was made possible in Persia 
within two decades.” 
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Vigorously Shah Mohammed Reza 
transformed his country into an organ- 
ised and progressive State. The ener- 
getic Emperor opened the gates lead- 
ing to a new Persia. 

Never before there had been such a 
stability in Persian internal politics. 
Never before a Persian Emperor had 
been so much esteemed and respected 
abroad. Shah Mohammed Reza is not 
at all an oriental prince of a fairy-tale. 
He is a clear-sighted, reasonable Lead- 
er and Sovereign of a nation of 25 
Millions. He had to wage war against 
feudalism, antiquated traditions, cor- 
ruption, misery, and ignorance. 

When he crowned himself on October 
26, 1967, 26 years after his accession 
to the throne, he did it conscious of the 
fact that he is the Emperor of a devel- 
oped, progressive country. The splen- 
did coronation symbolises the rebirth 
of the nation and the beginning of a 
new chapter in Persian history. It con- 
nects the Shah and the Empress closer 
with their people. 

Enthusiasticly the Persians honoured 
their Emperor and his family. The poet 
Dr. Saratghar payed homage to the 
Shah in his Coronation Ode: “By your 
knowledge the country profits. You 
gave the same rights to men and wom- 
en. You led the country to progress 
and prosperity.” 

With close attention 7-year-old Crown 
Prince Cyrus Reza, to the left of his 
father, listened to the poet’s words in 
the Coronation Hall of Golestan Pala- 
ce. He was too young to comprehend 
them all, too young to understand why 
his father was praised so much. 

But he is destined to continue the work 
of his father one day. It will be easier 
for him than for Shah Mohammed Reza 
Pahlavi, pioneer for a better future. 





All Persians look at this 
couple: Shah Mo- 
hammed Reza Pahlavi 
and Empress Farah. 

For the people the Impe- 
rial Couple is a 

symbol of a better future. 
The wife beside the 
monarch is of great 
importance for the mo- 
dernisation of the 
country. She shares his 
concern for his 

people. The life of Farah 
reminds of a fairy- 

tale. The student of archi- 
tecture met the Shah 

in the house of his 
daughter Shahnaz. After 
a short engagement 

they got married 

on December 21, 1959. 
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where she was solemn 
guided to the palace. 
Hardly could she 
restrain the tears of em 
tion and gratitude 
when seeing so much 
enthusiasm and love. 
Persia's people 
welcomed the bride an 
its future Empress. 
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Smiling the Shah 
surrounded by his highest 
court officials and 
ministers received the 
beaming bride. From 

the throne-room Shah 
Reza and Farah 
proceeded to the wedding 
room where the high- 
est Mohammedan priest 
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of the capital, Imami, 
awaited the Couple. At 
this moment a life 

full of splendour but also 
full of duties began 

for Farah. A tray with 
coloured spices forming 
the words: “Wishes 

for an heir“ reminded 
her of her highest 


duty. During the wedding 
ceremony celebrated 

in the Marble 

Palace people crowded 
in the streets. They 
were thrilled by Farah's 
charm. Their hope: 

This Imperial Couple 
may bring 

luck to this country. 


For Farah it was 
like a dream: 
married 

to the Shah 


From this moment on an 
Imperial Couple: 
Mohammed Reza Pahlav} 
and Farah. With 

great attention they listen 
to the words of the 
Mohammedan priest 
who spoke the 
wedding-formula. Only 
30 selected persons 

are present at the wed- 
ding ceremony: 
members of the Imperial 
Family, relatives ol 

the bride (Farah's mother 
behind the Shah), 

and representatives of 
the government. 

They all were enchanted 
by the appearance 

of the 21-year-old Em- 
press. The wedding 
dress with its 2.50 m long 
train was made of 

40 m of white satin. The 
hem of her dress 

and the border of her train 
were garnished with 

15 cm otf mink. The 
pearl-embroidery of the 
corsage was made by 

the fashion-house Dior in 
Paris after a Persian 
miniature of the 18th 
century. 














Empress Farah: 
charming 

in uniform and 
evening dress 


As a passionate girl 
guide Farah once 
wandered through her 
Persian homeland. 

She spent many nights in 
a tent. Even after 

her wedding she adhered 
to the youth club: 

the Shah appointed her 
president of the 


Persian girl guides. In 
this capacity she 

handed over, on the “day 
of the scouts”, the 
desired symbol: a trian- 
gular shaw! (see above). 
The girls cordially 
welcomed their new 
“chief”, when Empress 
Farah and the Shah, 
shortly after their wed- 
ding, attended a meet- 
ing of the Persian youth 
near Teheran (left). 















In full action: Farah 
playing volleyball. With 
close attention the 
Shah follows the game 
(see above). Ina 
sportsdress the young 
Empress looks as 
charming as in an elegani 
dress. Left picture: 

At an evening receptior 
after the victory 
celebration the Imperial 
Couple discus- 

ses the sporting event. 
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Farah’s first 
Sfeps on 
international 
scene 


Three months after the 
fabulous wedding 

the young Empress, toge- 
ther with the Shah, 

pays her first State visit: 
to Pakistan. Smiling 
Farah shakes hands with 
Ayub Khan (below, 
middle) and the highest 
officials of his govern- 
ment. 
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On the airport of Lahore’ President Ayub Khan talks about their 

the national anthems (from left to right) listen common problems in the 
are played. Standing the to them. The statesmen political, economic, 
Shah of Persia, the of the three allied States and cultural field. 
former State President of met in Lahore in Personal talks 

Turkey, Bayar, and 1960 for comprehensive _ strengthen friendship. 
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Manly dignity and female 
charm: Shah Reza 
Pahlavi and Ayub Khan 
are wearing the 
uniforms of their armies 
when touring Lahore. 


Soldiers on horses 
accompany the coach. 
For Empress Farah the 
Parisian fashion-house 
Dior had designed adress 
made of Imprime-silk. 





The young Empress 
adhered to an unwritten 
rule of the etiquette for 
royal families: On official 
occasions ladies do 

not wear sun-glasses. 
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Charm King Hussein of Jordan 
as guest of the Impe- 
hefween rial Couple of Persia. 
In the honour of the 
Majesties Arabian monarch 
who payed a State visit 
to Iran in April 1960 
ihe Shah and Empress 
Farah are giving a 
gala dinner in the splen- 
did Golestan Palace 
in Teheran. Left: Farah 


between the 
guest and her consort. 
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With close attention the 
Shah listens to the 
explanations of King 
Hussein: The Jordanian 
monarch handed over 
a precious rifle to 
his host (above). Both the 
Persian Emperor 
and Hussein of Jordan 
are connoisseurs of 
weapons and excellent 
marksmen. 
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joy in Teheran: 


the Crown Prince 


is born! 


Already many days 
betore the great event 
the people of Teheran 
was waiting for It. 
Patiently people gathered 
In front of the gate of 
the “Mother protection 
hospital.” Infinite 

was the joy when they 
learned that the. 
greatly desired successor 


A tew weeks after the 
wedding Farah's 
doctors could make the 
joyful announcement 
to the Shah that the 
Empress is expecting a 
baby. This happv 

news spread like wildfire. 
The whole of Persia 
impatiently awaited the 
day of the birth — 
and Empress Farah reali- 
sed the hopes 

for an heir apparent. 








to the throne was born. 


In the morning of 
October 31, 1960, Crown 
Prince Cyrus Reza 

saw the light of day and 
the whole country 

was transported with 
joy. Proudly Dr. Saleh 
who supervised 

the delivery, presents the 
small human being. 














Afier birth of th After a week of exultant flowers, flags and became a feast 
shouts throughout demonstrations of joy celebrated equally by th 


Crown Prince . Persia the joy culminated ihe inhabitants of poor and by the rich. 
e when the Shah came Teheran honoured the Everybody took part in 


Persia in to fetch his wife and the _ parents and the the happiness which 
Crown Prince at the Crown Prince always was bestowed upon the 

transport of joy hospital. Enthusiastic longed for. The car with Persian dynasty. 
subjects and the the Imperial Couple Deeply touched the Sha 
staff of the hospital had difficulties to make said to his people: 
formed an exulting its way through the “How happy 
lane through which the cheering crowd (below). I was when God gave u 
proud father and the Again and again the ason. And I thank 
nurse with the Crown Shah had to shake hands_ him that my young wife 
Prince in her arms with the well-wishers. is in good health and 


headed for the car. With The birth of the Prince happy beyond measure. 
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Iriumphal 
procession: 
happy 

» feturn of the 
’ proud mother 


Greeted with impetuous 
applause Empress Farah 
proceeded from the 
hospital to the car 

(left picture, in front). 
Following an old custom 
some Persians had 
intended to sacrifice 
cows in order to conse- 
crate the way with their 
blood. The Empress 
prohibited this act: “As 
a young mother with 

my child, I do not want 
fo see any creature 


Nia 
Sel, 


Farah’s return from the 
hospital to the 

Palace became a trium- 
phal procession. 

After the silence in 
hospital the loud joy in 
the streets encircled 
her like a wave. Happy 
and proud she received 
the homage and the 
thanks of 

an enthusiastic nation. 


er 


suffering and dieing on 
this happy day!” 
Teheran's roads were 
decorated with flowers 
when the car with 

the Imperial Couple and 
the little Prince drove 

to the Palace. The 
governing party had 
contributed three 
millions of carnations 
for this festive deco- 
ration. Slowly the chain 
of cars proceeded 
through this splendour. 
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State visif full of Splendour: hialary tion tBeitiah stayed tot sone ala i 
@ es S : ‘ ‘ d O h ; f 
Queen Elizabeth il in Tehera ce Teheran (1961). Her banca nie tie . 


Britannic Majesty and the Persian government 


_— 
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Bi Naa eee abaya telat), So Ben . 





~ 
| in the honour of British-Persian friend- ed especially for them. with their Royal Guests 
| Elizabeth II in magnifi- ship. The high guests Whenever Shah Moham-_ in public, the Persian 
| cent Golestan Palace from Great Britain dwell- med Reza Pahlavi and people applauded 
| (above) the Queen reaf- edina wing of the beautiful Empress Farah enthusiasticly and man- 
firmed, in a toast, the Imperial Palace renovat- . presented themselves ifested their sympathy. 
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Empress State visit in the Beaming hosts: The 
cool North: In June 1961, Imperial Couple and the (™ 
Farah the Shah and his young Persian ambassador to h ™ 
consort travelled to Norway, Forouhar (right) § 


fascinaies Norway. In Bygdéy near welcomed King Olaf 
Oslo, school-children to a gala dinner in the 
Norway in national costumes wel- Grand Hote! in Oslo. 
comed them rejJoic- On this occasion the 
ingly (below). King Olaf gracious Empress 
and Princess Astrid was wearing, under a 
showed their guests the wonderful ermine cape, 
Kon-Tiki float an Organza dress inter- 


and Nansen's expedition woven with silver and 
ship “Fram”. embroidered with pearls. 
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Born to 
he Sovereign: 
yrus Rez 


where is hardly one day 
When the busy Shah 

does not spend at least 
some minutes with his 
eldest son Crown Prince 
Cyrus Reza. He 

las always time for him, 
even a few moments 
before an 

jilicial reception (left). 
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On his second birthday, 
on October 31, 1962, 
Crown Prince Cyrus, for 
the first time in his life, 
passed along the front of 
a guard of honour. 

It consisted of orphans 
in gay-coloured uni- 
forms. When they salut- 
ed the Prince did 3 
not cast a glance at his 
mother any more. 

Later at a festively dec- 
orated table he 

enjoyed the privilege of 
being fed by the 

Persian sovereign with 
a spoon (left). 

Cyrus Reza 

is standing between 
childhood and duty. 
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Happy days Shining marble, mur- 
muring fountains, and 
for ihe parents « flourishing roses—all 
e this is part of the 
Cyrus’ castle Saadabad at the 
foot of the Elburs 
first Steps mountains. Here the 
Imperial family pos- 
sesses an oasis full of 
peace, only 15 km 
away trom Teheran. This 
modern property sur- 
rounded by cultivated 
lawns is the favourite 
summer residence of the 


Imperial family (below), 
where they can relax. 


Clumsily the little boy 
snatched at the hand 

of his mother. The father 
watches the scene with 

a smile (left). The private 
life of the Imperial 
Couple does not differ 
from that of other 
happy couples 

in too many respects: 
The happiest hours are 
those spent together 
with their three lovely 
children. 


Father and son— 
Crown Prince Cyrus, one 
year old, is still quite 
unsteady on his feet. But 
the lawns of the park 
are an ideal “training 
ground”. Life is not 
always as easy as when 
being guided by a 
loving father. But as 
Emperor of Persia 
the father of the Crown 
Prince has not much 
time for his children. 
Proudly the Shah 

Re Bae ‘ Ea | accompanies the first 
: east — [wae § steps of the little 
: Stisetecs, rigger <¥3 Me =prince who gayly trips 
through the park (left). 
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The Imperial 2:S%"2°4. ay 
Couple skiers. It ie the level 
FON VOCHTIONS: Poiscc passionate skier 
ee 
ON QUICK SKIS yore sims 
every summer she shows 


in Nau-Chahr at the 
Caspian Sea, in the 





al North of Persia, that 
Ee a rubber 
4 suit also suits her well. 
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1962 in USA 
Smiling faces - serious talks 





Cordial welcome in the 
W hite House: 

President Kennedy and 
his wife Jacqueline 
welcome the Shah and 





his consort as “friends 
of the American people’. 
Farah is wearing a 
precious dress and an 
ermine jacket. Her 


» jewelry consists of a 
diadem, a necklace, 

and a bracelet ornated 
with emeralds of a 
value of about 1.1 Mil- 


lion U.S.$. Kennedy 
and Reza Pahlavi renew- 
ed the American- 


Persian security treaty 
concluded in 1959. 


The enthusiastic 

New Yorkers welcomed 
the Imperial Couple 
from the Orient with a 
confetti-parade. 

















Hard hours for 
the Shah 

tind his people: 
earthquake 
Catastrophe 
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The Shah comforted and 
helped the survivors 

of the heaviest earth- 
quake in 2500 years 

of Persian history (left). 
On September 1, 1962 
violent shocks devastat- 
ed, west of the capital, 
an area which 

is as large as Bavaria. 
20000 dead, 5000 wounda- 
ed, and 100000 

menand women who lost 


The man who founded 
modern Iran energeticly 
overcomes all obstacles. 
Against the will of 
certain classes he car- 
ried out the land reform. 
He reformed the laws 
and promoted the 
industrialisation of his 
country. He was always 
successful. There is 
only one power which is 
stronger than the Shah: 
the power of nature. 


















their homes, were the 
victims of the heavy 
calastrophe which 
destroyed 75 cities and 
villages within a few 
hours. Shah Reza Pahlavi 
travelled in a jeep - 
through the emergency 
area, lived in a tent 
together with the victims, 
and comforted 

them like here in Buin 
(above) 
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Beatrix In 
Persia: 

State visit with 
a privaie 
cimosphere 


Little Persian boys clap 
their hands and Beatrix 
smiles at the gay 
welcome (below). The 
State visit of September 
1962 which Beatrix 
payed io Persia 

as a representative of her 
Royal mother Juliana, 
had an informal 
atmosphere. Beatrix: 

“T shall 

never forget this visit!” 
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The European Princess No lack of topics: Lively 
and the Oriental Empress’ Beatrix talks to her 
soon came into contact hosts during the banquet. 
with each other: Both With her sense of hu- 

are of the same age and mour she describes the 
have the same interests. impressions she got 

Even during the official on her travel round the 
reception(left)theatmos- world. Before she came 


phere was so gay and to Persia she had visited 
informal that observers _ the former territories 
jokingly spoke of a of the Netherlands. 
“State Visit with the The Shah 

family background’. listens attentively. 
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To help 

our people. 
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In the middle of the 
“wild Courdistan“ in the 
North of Persia, Farah 
visited this elementary 
school (left). The girls 

in their dark costumes 
hardly dare to lift up 
their eyes. Since the Shah 
proclaimed his reform 
program in 1963, illiter- 
acy is energeticly fought 
all over the country. 
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When touring the 
country the Shah always 

seeks the direct contact 
ever she finds the with the people. During 

pportunity Farah visits | rene al , L & the inspection of a 
Kindergardens and , eee N es > pees: flooded area he ordered 

schools. Very often she Ss St ee # the body-guard with 

8 guest of an orphanage a gesture of the hand to 

m Jeheran (left). The let the waiting 

ile Ones welcome the crowd come up to his car 
Empress a Lage : beh 4 sO rvs ti. 
buse costume. Their cou ring forwar 

mitial shyness does not their troubles and their 
asi very Jong. requests. 





She loves children and 
muldren love her. When- 
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Education of a 
prince: 

with love and 
Siriciness 





Even a Crown Prince has 
to obey. Many tears 
were shed in the Shah's 
Palace before little 
Cyrus accepted this. On 
New Year's Eve which 

is celebrated in Persia at 
the beginning of spring- 
time, the Shah had to 

be severe. Cyrus did not 


want to go to bed. His 
father took himwith both 
hands and carried him 

to the door. Crying 

the Prince let his father 
drag him out of the ban- 
queting-hall (below). 
Who later has 

to command must first 
learn to obey. 


Farah, too, is very p 
cular about the educe 
tion of her children. ( 
day she saw Cyrus Ir 
a flower-bed. He wa 
busy tearing out petu 
None of the gardene! 
wanted to forbid hin 
do this — but Faralt 


(right). 












For the second time 
Farah expected a he 
event in 1963. When 
Farah had to withdra 
from her official dut: 
Crown Prince Cyrus 
preoccupied her and 
effected that she wa 
always busy (left). C 
March 11,1963 the pe 
could welcome a new 
member of the Imper: 
family: 

Princess Farahnaz. 


A happy event 

In1963: 
“Farah’s dar ling” 

was born 


' r : Sn, “ * 7 


Suctesgemenraranctcatiti ney vie 


Six days after the birth “Farah's darling’, was, _ if their mother reads 
Shah Reza and Empress’ when born, almost stories to them they 
Farah presented their 10 pounds in weight. as good as on the 
daughter Farahnaz. Both Cyrus wasgladtoseehis_ picture to the right. 
had wanted a girl. sister growing. Now Often Farah talks 
Farahnaz which means he hada play-mate. Only about foreign count 
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he Shah wins a 
fends for , 
iscountry © 


( 


in the occasion of his 
umerous travels abroad 
fe Persian ruler under- 
nes again and again 

ne neutrality of his 
Ouniry. This foreign 
Olicy proved for Per- 

ad most wise and 
ivantageous. Shah 

eza has been received 
1 Belgrade by the 
Ougoslav chief of 

aie Tito with full 
itary honours (right). 
est relations to the 
eighbour Afghanistan: 
ften the Shah meets | 
ing Mohammed Zahir 
ight) in order to discuss 
ymmon problems. 

isi to France: Charles 

@ Gaulle and his consort 
ith their guests in 

ont of Elysee Palace 
D0ve left). In the halls 
the Palace President 

B Gaulle gave a 

ila dinner in the honour 
his State guests 

om Iran. When the 
ench President return- 
ithe State visit to 
pheran in October 1963, 
e people cordially 
elcomed him: ‘Long 
ede Gaulle!’’ The 

jlice had difficulties in 
taking away through 

e cheering crowd for 
e high guest (left). 
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The little Crown Prince: 
a darling but impetuous 


Like most boys of 

his age he did not know 
what to do with his 
one-year-old sister when 
he was 34/2 years old. 


What was intended to be 
a caress (left and above) 
ended up in a tussle 

between Cyrus and Fa 
rahnaz (right). Fortunate 





the little princess is 
touchy and regards 

‘wild affection of 
brother as a clear 

of of his love for her. 


Thus Farah lets him do 
as he likes. She is 

happy about the natural 
behaviour of her chil- 
dren. Sometimes she has 


to watch out that she 
does not lose herbalance. 
Resoundingly she 

laughs at the tempera- 
ment of her ‘wrestlers’. 
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ympathy for the suf- 
ring people: compassio- 
diely she makes 

guiries about the health 
fa patient (right) 

en visiting a hospital. 
he undertakes many 
lurneys through 

fe country in order to 
tomote the develop- 

fent of the social insti- 
lions (right, below): 

he Empress is sitting 
7a camp to have a meal 
ogether with worker 
imilies. 
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or Crown Prince Cyrus 
vez it is only a play 
pcul the ribbon with 
olden scissors on the 
ecasion of the 
duguration of a dam. 
Mincess Farahnaz 

laiches him with close 
nlerest and his parents 
mile (left, above). 

rhe Shah and Farah know 
wine importance of the 

ew Saphid-Roud-Dam 
leit): The water- 
eservoir shall fertilise 
asteland and supply 
lectricity for new indus- 
fies. They will create 
prosperity and employ- 
nent for many people 

tho still live in poverty. 
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' decorated with flower monarch and his consort’ time Farah could not 
' arrangements. thus returned the 
' In 1964 Baudouin and 


accompany him: she ex- 
State visit of the Shah 
Fabiola stayed in Iran for 


pected her first child. 
who had come to 


The Crown Prince was 
Bruxellesin 1960. At that born in October. 


one week. The Belgian 
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5 The Shah hi If called 
The revOltion pier tne revetutions 
“All t land h - 
of the Shan: santal* Since "fe Gee 
Shah distributed land 
 fand and free- of the Coan ean he 
lated 
dom for ieee taint ee 
ion. for- 
the peasants ory onasmen now 
received land for their 
own. They got their 
freedom. At th 
meciedtaral Wiaiiclion 


increased by one quarter. 
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The farmers celebrated 


the transfer of the land 


with old dances (left). 

By his land reform the 
Shah acquired many 
true friends. Till January 
1967, 2317 330 peasant- 
families became owners 
of the land which 
formerly they had to 
cultivate for the great 
land-owners. Thus 

the Shah created sound 
social conditions. 

Full of gratitude the 


seniors of the villages 
receive the documents 
representing the 

legal title to thelandfrom 
the Emperor's hand: 

a great day (above). For 
many peasants bondage 
has come to an end now. 
Before they return 

to their village the repre- 
sentatives with their 
precious documents pose 
for the photographers. 
This was the beginning 
of a social revolution. 
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hustria’s 
Federal 
President 
in tran 


In the honour of Federal 
President Franz Jonas 
Austria'snationalanthem 
is played. The Shah 
(below) and his highest 
officers salute. In the 
background: The Elburs 
mountains. 
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Muscular athletes per- 
formed gymnastics 

in old-Persian style (left), 
a splendid spectacle. 

In the “Royal-Teheran- 
Hilton’ Hotel Federal 
President Jonas gave @ 
banquet in the honour 
of Empress Farah and 
Shah Reza Pahlavi. 

On this occasion the 
Imperial Couple wore the 
scarf of an order which 
had been conferred upon 
them during their State 
visit to Vienna in 1960 


(right). 
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Sensation for a 
Mohammedan 

country: rights 
for the women 





Women present at the 
opening of Parliament! 
The 200 delegates 

were stunned. For the 
first time Farah, Shahnaz, 
‘and the Shah's sisters 
were allowed to accom- 
pany the Emperor to 

this State Ceremony (left). 
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Women's votes count, 
too. In 1961 the Shah 
surrounded by the 
members of the Imperial 
court announced the 
introduction of the 
women's suffrage (left). 
An important step in 

a country where women 
had always been the ser- 
vants of their husbands. 


Empress Farah is a 
symbol for the emancipa- 
tion of the women. 

She accompanies the 
Shah to all official events 
(below in the Imperial 
coach). Her influence 
gives the women 

in Persia equal rights. 
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Farah and Sirikit: 
Iwo Sovereigns - 
two friends 
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Friendship links the 
Iranian Imperial Couple 
and the Thai Royal 
Family. Right: The Shah, 
Queen Sirikit, a court 
official and Empress 
Farah at the welcome 
ceremony inTeheran. For 
seven days, in April 
1967, the guests accom- 
panied by Shah Moham- 





med Reza Pahlavi 

and Empress Farah toured 
Persia. From the balcony 
of Ali-Quapa Palace 

in the old Imperial city of 
Istaha, Sirikit, Governor 
Parsa, King Bhoumibol, 

a court official, and 

the Shah (above, from 
left to right) looked 

at the famous Shaik- 








Lottolah-Mosque, one 0 
the most famous build- 
ings in Persia. Every- 
where the. Shah and hi 
guests were given an 
enthusiastic welcome. 
But special cheers 

were always aimed at 
beautiful Queen Sirikit 
and gracious Empress 
Farah. 
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The youngest offspring of the 
Imperial Family: Prince Ali Reza 


On his first “public 
appearance” Prince Alli 
Reza was surrounded 


by a happy family: Prin- 


cess Shams, a sister 
of the Shah, Crown Prince 





Cyrus Reza, Empress 
Farah with Prince All 
Reza, and the Shah wh 
tries to master the 
temperament of little 
Farahnaz. In the back- 





ground Farah’s family. 
Second from right: her 
mother. Obviously she 
is as proud of her 
daughter, the Shahbanou, 
as of her grand-child, 


the later Crown Prince 
of Iran. 

The proud father 
holding his youngest son 
on his arms (above). 

The continuation of the 


Pahlavi dynasty is 

now ensured with Crown 
Prince Cyrus Reza and 
Prince Ali Reza. When 
the little prince saw 

the light on April 28, 1966, 


the joy of the court 

was beyond measure. 
The people, too, was 
transported with joy 
when the boy of 7 pounds 
268 grams was born. 
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The State visit of the himself at the side of 
Shah and the Shahbanou his admired consort who 





to Germany lasted represents for him as 

for 9 days. The Persian well as for his people the 

Imperial Couple travel- ideal of the modern 

led through 6 Laen- Persian woman. It is true 

der and visited 10 cities. that Farah adheres to 

Wherever the guests the old traditions, but § d 
from Iran appeared— she does so without ¢ ‘af 
the young and beautiful renouncing progress and  ~ ld 
Empress became the emancipation of the 

beaming centre. Full of women thus uniting 


pride the Shah presented past and future. 
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he Persian Farah, the charming Brilliant evening in the 
Empress of Persia, in- Augustusburg Castle 
im erigl Cou le formally talking to the near Brtihl. This time 
0 U Federal Chancellor, Kurt Federal President Lubke 
in German Georg Kiesinger (above). was the host. To the 
y Charmingly he enter- right: The Federal Presi- 
tains his high guest on dent, the Shah, beside 
the front steps of Palais him Empress Farah 
Schaumburg. Before talking to Mrs. Wilhel- 
that the Chancellor had mine Lubke. Behind 
invited the Imperial the Imperial Couple: 
Couple to adinner inthe Federal Foreign Minister 
Redoute Willy Brandt and his 


of Bad Godesberg. wife Rut. 
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Academic 
honours 


Beaming with pride 
Farah received, in 1961, 
the degree of an 
honorary doctor in Paris. 
Impressed the Shah 
applauded. Before Farah 
became Empress she 

had studied architecture 
in the city on the Seine. 
Shah Mohammed 

Reza Pahlavi got the 
honorary doctor's degree 
of Columbia University 
in 1962, when he 

payed a State visit to the 
USA. The picture to 

the right shows the 
monarch together with 
the dean of the faculty of 
law. In 1966 the Shah 
received the honorary 
doctor's degree also 

in Boukarest. 


The Shahanshah is the 
best ambassador of 

his country. He makes 
efforts to maintain 

good political and eco- 
nomic relations with as 
many countries as 
possible. In August 1967, 
the Shah travelled to 
USA for the second time 
in order to discuss, 

with President Johnson, 
important problems 


of their countries. After 
a working-session the 
President gave asplendid 
reception (left) in the 
White House in honour 
of the high guest. 

Like in USA the Shah 
was granted also in many 
other countries many 
honours as an acknowl- 
edgment of his 

merits for the cooperation 
of the peoples. 





symbols 

of the Imperial 
Power: 

The Crowns of 
the Pahlavis 


The crowns of the Shah 
(above) and of the 
Empress are of inesti- 
mable value. The Shah 
crowned himself with 
the Pahlavi crown which 
had been made for 

the coronation of his 
father, Shah Reza 

the Great, on April 25, 
1926. It is decorated 

with 3380 diamonds, 

5 emeralds, 2 sapphires, 
and 368 pearls. 

Old Persian tradition and 
modern taste are com- 
bined in Farah's crown. 
The Parisian jeweller 
Pierre Arpels created it 
in the museum 

of treasures in Teheran 
according to Farah’'s 
ideas. The crown 
consisting of six circular 
ornaments is 16 cm 

high and has a weight of 
1600 grams. The most 
wonderful piece among 
its 1469 diamonds, 

36 emeralds, 36 rubies, 
and 105 pearls is an 
hexagon emerald of 150 
carats. 
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